Publication: The Times Of India Delly; Date: Feb 2, 2011; Section: Times Mation;Page: 20;

Newspaper Clips

February 9, 2011

Remove food, soft
drink co agents from
scientific panels: SC

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Supremse
Court on Tuesday asked the
poveErmment to remmove people
linked to food and soft drink
com panies from the statutory
panels taslked to enforce safe-
ty and standards on edible
items, including products of
thess firms.

Abenchof Justices Dalvesr
Bhandari and A K Ganguly felt
that company representatives
on scientific panels was a clear
breach of the mandate under
Section 1801 of the Food Safe
tyv and Standards Act, 2006,

It askedd the Food Safety Au-
thority to rectify the mistake
and re-constitute the panels
with independent scientific ex-
perts as members within two
weeks and report back to the
court. The anthority had ==t
up eight panels for laving
down scientific standards for
articles of food and to regulate
their manufacture, storage,
distribution, sale and import,
to ensure availability of safe
and wholesome food for
human consumption.

A petition by NGO ‘Centre
for Public Interest Litigation’
through counsel Prashant
Bhushan had alleged glaring
conflict of interest as the pan-
els included emplovess, officials
of food item marmfacturers like
Coca Cola, Pepsi Co, Hindustan
Unilewver, Marico, Britannia,
ITC, Nestle India, Hind Agro

Industries, GSK Consumer
Healthcare and Food Safety So-
lutions and International.

The courtsaid the presence
of industry representat ves on
the panels, which the authori-
tv's counsel termed as a
dinamic decision, was unac-
ceptable as Section 13(1) had a
clear mandate that members
had to be ndependent scien-
tific experts who would invite
views of the food industry as
well as consumers before giv-
ing recommendations,

The public interest litiga-
tion had alleged that softdrinlks
marketed by MMCs like Coca
Cola and Pepsi were harmful
for human consumption and
wasa major cause of obesity in
adolescents. It had sought a sci-
entific investigation into the
contents and their harmful ef-
fects on health of citizens.

Appearing for the soft drink
majors, conmse]l K K Venugopal
and Amit 8ibalsaid that obesi-
tv was a rich man's problem
andin a country where 36% of
population lwed below pover-
ty line, the petition’s plea was
an exercise in futility
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The global

The recently held HR
Conclave brought
together senior HR
directors from across
the globe to discuss
emerging trends at
the workplace and

their impact on HR
funections and
corporate strategies

or years, the workplace
Fﬂl‘] i corporate

environmert have
remained relatively stable, but
as companies seel newer ways
to cut costs, create happier and
more procductive emplovees and
cater to the needs of Generation
¥, the business landscape would
change dramatically To discuss
thess critical issues and get a
olobal perspective and probable
aolutions to them, the HR
Conclave 2011 on “HR challenges
at the global worleplace 2020

The HR Conclave 2011..
HR Challenges at

Dignitaries at the event

was organised on January 27
and 28, 2011 by the 8P Jain
Cg?mernf Management
Smgapore,

“Wany studies have
attempted to capture a vision of
the workplace of the future and

we nead to understand the
people challenges that will
impact the organisations and
consequently, the implications
they will have on the HR
function. Our thinking on HR
olobal challenges was sparled
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» ON a LHC

b the rising profile of people
is=ues on the business agenda —
the talent crisis, the rising
multi-generational workforee,
an increass in the global worker
mobility and organisational and
cultural issues emerging from
the dramatic pace of business
changes of the past decade,”
expressed Prof Rajagopalan,
convenor - HR Conclave and
dean, executive education, 8P
Jain Singapore.

Participants of the coneclave
explored ways through which
these issues
might evolve and
highlighted the
need for HR to constantly
adapt itzelf to the changing
trends to stay successful. It is
all about preparing for the
workplace of 2020,

- Yasmin Taj

Llogonto

to read the full report

EVENT REPORT
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JNU questions
more students

Manash Pratim QGohain | Ten

NewDelhi: The chief proctor’s

office investigating the porno-

graphic MMS episode at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University ques-
tioned more students on
Tuesday The questioning tock
place even as the university ad-
ministration went into over-
drive, calling meetings of stu-
dents, faculty and
administrative staff, taking
stock of security measures and
other related issues. The uni-
versity administration has de-
cided to enforce strict monitor-

wing is anyways barred for
boys. But we would also ensure

. that girls restrict their visits to

the boys” hostel to the common
areas and not the rooms. Incase
of any violation a fine will be
imposed and onrepeat of theof-
fence the students will be sus-
pended,” said Sopory.
Meanwhile, the investiga-
tion continued for the third day
as more students were ques-
tioned. On whether there ispos-
sibility of more students being
involved in the making and cir-
culation of the MMS, the chief
proctor’s office said that noth-

ing of co-ed hostels and also  ingcan be said conclusively till
review overall securlty system  the investigation is completed.
onthe campus. Nopolice complaints have been

The vice- filed so far, al-
chancellor, S PORN MMS PROBE  though Delhi
K  Sopory, Police have
called for a meeting with stu-  started their ownprobe intothe
dents, faculty and administra- issue. Chief proctor H B Bohi-

tive staff on Tuesday and pre-
cautionary measures are
expected to be announced in a
few days. Sopory said: “I was
shocked. T have a meeting with
all stake holders today and [ as-
sure all that the guilty will be
punished. The good part is that
the students are also seeking
exemplary punishiment for
the guilty”
Inordertoavertanyfurther
embarrassment to the univer-
sity theadministrationisgoing
to strictly monitor all visitors
to the hostels. Identity cards,
fineandsuspension aresomeof
the measures being consid-
ered. “In co-ed hostels, the giris’

dar said: “Investigation is on
and some more students areun-
der the purview of this investi-
gation. We spoke to them today:
We will take a few more days to
complete the internal inquiry
as we want to make it comnpre-
hensive. The report will be sub-
mitted tothe VC.”

The HRD ministry would
seek a report from Jawaharlal
Nehru University over the cir-
culaticn of a videoclip. Accord-
ing to an HRD official, the issue
is also likely to figure when the
newly appointed vicechancel-
lorof the university S K Sopory

calls on HRD Minister Kapil

Sibal on February 10.
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Saswato RDas

ast week, Nasa's Kepler
L satellite released a list of
A...i1,235 potential planets or-
biting nearby Sun-like stars,
with 68 planets that are roughly
the Earth’s size and 54 planets
in the so-called habitable zone,
a region conducive to life as we
know it, This is an incredible
haul, and we are witnessing the

* culmination of the scientific

revolution started by Coperni-
cus, Galileo and Kepler, in
which the Earth and then the
Sun lost its special place as
the centre of the universe.
Now, it seems a planet like the
Earth, which many believed
was unique, could also turn
outcommon.

"It was only 15 years ago that
the first planet beyond the
solar system was found, even
though many astronomers had
believed our solar system was
not unigue. In the intervening
15 years, about 500 exoplanets

_(as these planets beyond the
solar system are called) have

been found. Most have been-

large — Jupiter-sized. But now
ourtechnology is getting better,
and the smaller cnes are being
discovered.

Nasa also announced that
the Kepler satellite has found a
solar system with six planets.
No planet in Kepler 11 (as the
new solar system is called)
is Earth-like, but many seem
similar to planets like Neptune.

And last month Kepler sci-

entistsannouncedthattheyhad -

found a rocky planet, with a
radius about 40% larger than
the Earth's, orbiting a Sun-like
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Earth: No Space Oddity?

If planets like ours are common, the possibility of hfe out there increases dramatzcally

star. Dubbed Kepler 10b, it is
only 40% larger in size, with
about four times the mass of the

Earth. Itorbits its sunfuriously

- in only 20 hours, compared
to our Earth’s 365 days, at a
distance 1/20v the distance
Mercury is from the Sun. Condi-
tions on Kepler 10b are far too
hot to sustain life as we know
it. But its discovery has promp-
ted great excitement among
astronomers, because it was the
smallest exoplanet found.

And now we have more than
five dozen others - a veritable
cornucopia. In the coming
months, astronomers will in-
vestigate them diligently to
see if any are truly similar to
the Earth.

Not alone in the universe?

~ We are witnessing

" thé culmination of the
scientific revolution
started by Copernicus,
Galileo and Kepler, in
which Earth and then the
Sun lost its special place ...
as the universe's centre

-Finding planets around
other stars is no easy matter.
Planets emit no light of their
own, and they shine by reflect-
ing the light of their parent
stars. The separation between
stars is immense and measured
not in miles but in light years (a
light year is almost six trillion
miles). Given the immense
interstellar distances involved,
eventhe nearest stars appear to

us only as pinpoints, Planets
are even fainter, and it’'s an
immense technological chal-
lenge differentiating a planet
from its parent star, which is
thousands of times brighter.
The first exoplanets were,
in fact, found by an indirect
method: their gravitational
signature. A planet’s presence
affects the motion of a star, and
it was this rhythmie gravita-
tional wobble in a star’'s orbit
that was detected in the case of
the first extrasolar planets.
This method, however, tends to
pick out larger planets close to
their star, because it relies otia
planet’s mass - the more mas-
sive the planet, the larger the
gravitational wobble produced.
There are other ways to
detect smaller planets, and
Nasa launched the Kepler
satellite for that express pur-
pose. Kepler's mission is to

find Earth-size planets around
other stars, and it does so by
searching for planetary tran-
sits — a brief dimming of light
that’s caused when a planet
passes infrontof itssun. ‘
QOver the ages,’ there have
been some who have held that
there are other planets in the
universe. Philosopher Epicu-
rus wrote in the 4 century BC
that “there are infinite werlds
both like and unlike this world
of ours”. In the 13" century
Albertus Magnus posed the
question, “Do there exist many
worlds, or is there but a single
world?" He went on to say, “This
is one of the most noble and
exalted questions in the study
of Nature.” And the heretic
Giordance Bruno,
burned at the stake in 1600,
held that “innumerable suns
exist, and innumerable Earths
revolve about these suns™.

who was-
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But it was philosopher
Immanuel Kant who made the
strongest caseforexoplanets.In
histheoryof theheavensin 1755
- a time when only six planets
were known — Kant advanced
the idea that planets were not
confined to our solar system.
“Our planetary system has the
sun as its central body, and
the fixed stars which we see
are, inall probability, centres of
similar systems,” he wrote.

Part of the excitement at
the recent announcement is
because astronomers realise
thatsomanyof the planetsliein
ahabitable zone. This is an area
around a star where temper-
atures are such that liquid
watercanexist. Scientiststhink
the presence of water increases
the possibility of finding life.
Of course, the question that
follows is whether there are
many, many planets like the
Earth out there. After all, the
Sun is an ordinary star, and
there are millions of similar
stars inour galaxy. Nasa’'slatest
results seem to indicate so, and
it may turn out that Earth-like
planets areadime adozen. )

And if Earth-like planets
are common, what does that
do to the question of life? Many
scientists believe that if we
have Earth-like environments,
we woulddramatically increase
the possibility of life, since the
processesthatgaverisetoEarth
and life will be replicated there
as well. It seems we are finally
gettingclosetolearning whether
lifeisuniquetoEarthand weare
alone in the universe.

The writer is g conymentator on
scienceand technology.
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"Mat race? Qigong slowly but

surely catching up with yoga

Wellington: Just as yoga became
popular when the Beatles came to
India, a §,000-year-old Chinese en-
ergy cultivation system is poised
- to become the new kid on the block
among rat racers hungry for a
more serene form of fitness,

Sometimes called Chinese yoga,

Rigong is a mind-body practice
that melds slow graceful move-
ments, mental focus and deep ab-
dominal breathing to boost and bal-
ance a person’s vital energy, or ‘qi’.
“As China becomes more of a
player in the world, Chinese prac-
tice is becoming more mainstream,”
Stuff.co.nz guoted Matthew Cohen,
creator of the Tai Chi & Qi Gong Ba-
sics DVD, as saying. Cohen, an in-
structor at Sacred Energy Arts in
Santa Monica, California, said un-
like in India, yoga in the west has
come to favour the athletic at the ex-
pense of the meditative. , '
“The world is getting more
crowded, cars and computers get-
ting faster,” he said. “Qigong is
about going slower, so internally

ENTER THE DRAGON: Qigong, also
known as Chinese yoga, melds siow
graceful movements, mental focus
and deep breathing to boost a
person's vital energy, or ‘gi’

'you create space,” he added,

Tom Rogers, president of the
Qigong Institute, a non-profit ed-

ucational ' organisation, said
Qigong is the precursor to all Chi-
nese energy practices.“Tai chi is
the most well known moving form
of Qigong. Kung fu is also aform -
of Qigong,” Rogers said from his
home in Los Altos, California.

' The slow, spiral exercises of
Qigong, such as rolling the ball or
wave hands in the cloug, reqtiire no
equipment, can be done anywhere,
and are easy to learn. “I call it get-
ting an MBA: movement, breathing
and awareness,” said Rogers. “One
is adjusting your posture so energy
flow is better; two is slow, deep, ab-
dominal breathing; three is aware-
ness, or trying to get thoughts out
of your head,” he added.

Jessica Matthews, an exercise
physiologist with the American
Council on Exercise, said research

. trials have reported statistically sig-

nificant decreases in the incidence
of stroke, decreased blood pressure,
increase in bone density and im-
proved effectiveness of cancer ther-
apy among practitioners. am
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Pessimismi is in the genes

People With Lower Levels Of Neuropeptide Are Much More Negative: Study

London: Are you perceivedtobea
pessimist? Elame your genes, for
researchers say that some people
are genetica'ly programmed to be
negative. A pew study has revealed
the amount of a chemical in the
brain affects how people view the
world — in fact, the researchers dis-

covered that levels of a molecule, -

neuropeptid: Y (NPY), directly re-
lates to whether people have a
“glass half empty” or “glass half
full” attitude towards life,

Those with lower levels of the
substance are much more nega-
tive and find it more difficult to
deal with stressful situations; they
are also more susceptible to de-
pression, say the researchers.

The team at University. of

Michigan believe the amount of .

NPY is genetically programmed
and hope that the discovery coutd
lead to early diagnosis of and pre-
vention of psychiatric illness.
The researchers scanned the
brain activity of volunteers as
they viewed negatively charged
words (like “murderer”). Subjects
with low levels of NPY showed
strong activation in the prefrontal
cortex, which is involved with pro-
cessing emotion, while subjects

ON THE PRECIPICE: Those with low
levels of NPY are more susceptible

to depression, say researchers

with high NPY showed a much

smaller response.

Scientists also compared NPY
levels with major depressive dis-
orders. Subjects with low-expres-
sion of NPY were more likely to
suffer depression, it was found. en

Faulty chromosome
behind sleepwalking

London: In a possible break-
through which may pave the way
for a cure for somnambulism, sci-
entists claim to have identified the
“genetic code” which makes some
people sleepwalk. An internationat
team has claimed that sufferers
share a faulty chromosome which
is responsible for their behaviour
while asleep; by studying four gen-
erations of the same family, the sci-

" entists traced the fault to a seetion .

of chremosome 20,

Carrying even one copy of the
defective DNA is enough to cause
sleepwalking and having isolat-
ed the defective section of genet-
ic code, they hope to find new
treatments for the condition, the
Neurology journal reported.

For the study, the teamn, led by
Christina Gurnett of Washington
University School of Medicine,
sought the help of alarge family
of sleepwalkers. The family had
been referred to them because one

of the youngest members, a 12-
year-old girl called Hannah, had
been experiencing particularly
troublesome sleepwalking, which
regularly caused her to leave the
house during the night.
Using saliva samples, the re-
searchers analysed the family's
DNA tounpick the genetics of the
condition. They found the prob-
lem stemmed from genetic code
in chromosome 20 and this code
had been passed down from gen-
eration to generation. Someone
with the gene has a 50% chance
of passing it on to their children.
Gurnett told the BBC: “It is
likely that several genes will be
involved. What we've found is the
first genetic locus for sleepwalk-
ing. We do not know yet which of .
the genes in this linkage region
of chromosome 20 will be re-
sponsible. But discovering these
genes could help with identifying
and treating the condition.” et
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Unhappy meal?

unk food lowers
children’ S IQ

London: It’s aresearch which
may anger many busy parents
who rely on processed foods
to placate kids — eating junk
food lowers a child’s I,
Researchers in Britain
have carried out the study of
4,000 kids and found that those
under the age of four eatinga
diet of processed food, fat and
sugar have lower brain pow-
er at eight-and-a-half years,
Their 1Q fell by 1.67 for every
increase on a chart which re-
flected how much processed
fat they ate. And the damage

could not be reversed —as diet’

at the ages of four and seven
had no affect on IQ scores.

In the study spanning sev-
eral years, the researchers at
Bristol University monitored
the diet of kids at age three,
four, seven and eight-and-a-
half years, the Sun reported.

Kate Narthstone, who led
the research at Bristol Uni-
versity, said: “In this popu-
lation of contemporary
British children, a poor diet,
associated with increased in-
take of processed foods, fat
and sugar in early childhood
may be associated with low-
er IQ at the age of 8.5 years.

“In addition, a healthy
diet may be associated with
higher I, It is possible that
good nutritien during this
period may encourage opti-
mal brain growth.”

But she added: “Further

BRAIN DRAIN: According to a
study, Xids under the age of
four eating a junk food diet -
have lower brain power at
eight-and- a-half years

research is requlred to help
determine the true effects of
early diet on intelligence.”

. Barbara Gallani, of the
Food and Drink Federation,
said: “It isn't surprising that
a healthy; balamced diet is im-
portant in 1& development ~
just like'it is generally for chil-
dren's health and growth. We
believe it is important for
everyone toeat a wide variety
of foods. It's possible to eat a
healthy diet and still include
same treat foods.” pri
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Now, a liquid

that makes
nerves glow

Lnndun In what could make

surgeons job far more easy .

during surgeries, scientists
have claimed that they are

inching closer to developinga

new fluorescent liquid that can
- make hard-to-see nerves glow
when injected into patients.
The peptide, developed by
a team f{rom the University of
California’s San Diego School
of Medicine, cchsists of a pro-
tein fragment containing
amino acids. The glow-in-the-
dark liquid, according to the
researchers, would soon en-
able surgeons to see even the
most sensitive nerves instead
of relying on their experience
and electronic monitoring.
Avoiding these during swur-
gery is important as accidental
damage can lead to severe pain
i or paralysis, they said. The re-
| - searchers injected the liquid
i into mice and found that it cre-
ated a distinct contrast between
nerves and other tissue, e
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wonder, rediscovered

‘Washington: Scientists have
rediscovered what they claim
is the eighth wonder of the

world — Pink and White Ter--

races in New Zealand, which
were buried in mud for a 100
years, losing some charm.

Until the late 19th cenfu-

ry, the Pink and White Ter-
races along Lake Rotoma-
hana on the North Island, at-
tracted tourists from around
the world, interested in see-

ing beautiful natural forma-
tions created by a large ge-

othermaj system.
- The eruption of Mt
Tarawera on June 10, 1886,

buried the terraces in sedi-
ment and caused the lake
basin to enlarge, engulfing the
land where the terraces stood.
For over a cenfury, people have
speculated whether any part
of the Pink and White Ter-
races survived the eruption.
~An international team
has located portions of the
Pink and White Terraces, us-

ing autonomous underwater .,

vehicles to map the bottom of
the lake. The team used the

. camera system to capture im-

ages of the lake floor where
they were able to photograph

some the terrace edges. st __
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IIMs change eligil

criteria, aspirants hit

U-TURN Even CAT toppers find themselves missing the mark

¥ JEXCLUSIVE

Chary Sudan Kasturi

| chasu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE Studying at the
bedside of his parents as they
bothbattle cancer, 25-year-old
Dipesh Kaien secured a 99.27
percentile in the 2010 Common
Admission Test (CAT), the
entrance examination conducted
by the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs).

That places him in the top
1% of IIM aspirants, but he’s not

eligible for the next steps in the
admissions process — group
discussion (GD) and personal

" interview (PI). Neither are

dozens of others.

After the CAT results were
released last month, four of the
B-schools changed the eligibil-
ity criteria while the remain-
ing six used norms that were
hidden till then,

Though the CAT prospectus
clearly stipulated 50% marks
in the bachelor's degree as the
eligibility requirement, the four
new [IMs in Shillong, Rohtak,
Trichy, Raipur are using a 65%

1IM CRITERIA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
An exact count of the num-
ber of students affected is dif-

ficult because each [TM employs
different rules."I have lost out
because of the weightage given
to school and bachelor’s degree
scores. Had I known the crite-
ria they would use, I would not
have wasted a year of my life,
apart from money, o prepare
for CAT,” said Kaien, who is
planning to file a public inter-
est litigation in the Supreme
Court.

1IM Ahmedabad Dean HS
Jajoo, however, argued that at
least the older IIMs had not.
changed any criteria after the
exam. “I sympathise with the
students, but there has been no
change in criteria employed by
us,” Jajoo told HT.

score in the bachelor’s degree
as their minimum eligibility cri-
teria. The six older [IMs —
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Knlkata,
Lucknow, Indore and Kozhikode
—are screening students for the
GD and Pl based on a weightage
they are assigning to CAT scores,
class X, XII and degree marks.
“‘While the B-schools had said
they would consider parame-
ters other than CAT scores, the
often decisive weightages given
to these criteria were only dis-
closed after the CAT 2010 results
were released last month.
CONTINUVED ON PAGE 6
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register case

JHU MiviS SCANDAL No formal complaint
filed; proctor says he has come across new facts

HT Correspondent

& htraporters®hindustantimes. com

NEW DELH:: The south Delhi
Police are yet to register a case
in the ‘YNU sex movie scandal’,
as neither the girl in the video
nor the university authorities

have approached them with -

any formal complaint. “We
cannot register a case till
either the woman or universi-
ty authorities approach us,”
said HGS Dhaliwal, Deputy
Commissioner of Pelice (South).
Chief proctor, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), HC
Bohidar, who is investigating
" the matter, revealed that he has
come across some new facts,
“These facts are proving to be
quite helpful in our investiga-
tion. The report will be
submitted to the
Chancellor in a week's time. If
proven guilty, the students will
face severe punishment,” he
said. Bohidar also added that
both the boys, including the one
who filmed the act, are being
interrogated but the girl has not
been called to Delhi as she had
left the university last year after
the incident. _
The video, which was made

Vice-

THE STORY SO FAR

= The video, shoton a
handycam, has been doing the
-rounds for almost a year now.

- = (ficials of JNU believe that ~
the video was shoton thesly
and that the gis{ was not aware -
of being filmed.

» The proctor is interrogating

- two boys-the one in the videois
a BA student in the School of

. Languagss, while the other -
who filmed and edited itisa
computer applications student. -

with a handycam, has been
doing the rounds of the campus
for almost a year now. Accor-
ding to JNU sources, the girl's
boyfriend, a BA student in the
School of Languages, made it
when she visited him at one of
the hostels in the campus.
“The video was then circu-
lated among the friends of the
main accused. We believe that
the woman was not aware abotit
being filmed. We are invésti-
gating as to why the accused
made the video in the first
place,” said a senior official at
JNU on condition of anonymi-

-ty as he was not authorised to

speak to the media.

Another person under the
scanner is a student of com-
puter applications in the same
university, who allegedly filmed
and edited the video.

The incident came to light
when a department of the
university submitted the elip to
the Proctor's office.

When questioned, most JNU
students said they came to
know about the incident only
on Tuesday through news
reports. Student leaders of var-
tous parties have so far
refrained from commenting on
it. “We don't think it is appro-
priate to make any comment
right now. It is a sensitive sub-
ject and we urge the adminis-
tration to look into to the mat-
ter seriously and take steps
against those who are behind
it,” said Sucheta Das, a Ph.D
student and member of the All
India Students’ Association.

But the question everyone is
asking s, are the varsity author-
ities contemplating about

- making hostel rules stricter?

“That won't be necessary. This
case is an aberration, not a rou-
tine,” said Bohidar.
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British B-schools brace for
immigration clampdown

~ Vidya Ram
London, Feb. 8
Britain’s business schools
are warning of the severe
impact that proposed
changes to student visa
regulations could have.
- Many countriesare .
tightening up, but thereisa’
real danger thatif weare
seen to be the most
demanding there willbe a
‘big decline in foreign
student numbers, Mr
Jonathan Slack, chief
executive of the Association
of Business Schools, told
Business Line.

At the start of February,

the coalition Government
completed a two-month
long public consultation on
student visas, which '
attracted some 30,000
responses, and is expected '
to announce its plans
short!y

‘Last year, the

Government pledgedto
make the student route into -

the country harder, after
Home Office research found
high levels of abuse, and
concluded that net
‘migration into the country
could not be brought down

wnthout changes in this area.

r\g the changes being
proposed are tougher entry
criteria, including tougher
F.nghsh language
requirements, limitinga

stuﬂenfs ability tﬁo'work and

- bring dependents, and

requiring the student to
return home after the initial

- course had been completed.

UNACCEPTABLE

This last requirement could
make it harder for business
schools, said Mr Slack. “Its

~unacceptable,” he told

Business Line. “We seeno
reason why a student who
completes an MBA and
wants to do a specialist
degree in finance should -
have to }eave the country, All
it does is add a significant
bureaucratic element.”
Britain hasbeen a very
popular destination for

~ business students. 20 per
- cent of all non-EU students

enrolled in post-graduate
studies in the UK are doing a
business degree.

“Students from Asia
account for alarge
proportionof these
numbers, with Indian
students forming the second
largest foreign group, with
9,841 studying business and
management in 2009. China

- sends the largest numbers,

with 20,876 students in
2009. Nigeria, Germany,
France, Pakistan, Poland,

~ Malaysia, Greece, Taiwan,
~ Russia and the US are some

of the countries that send

~over 1,000 students a year.

- $CHOOLS FEARFUL

Business schools are fearful -
that growth from these
markets, which has soared
duringthe last 10 years,
could be severely weaKened.
Accordingto asurvey
carried out by the
Association of MBAs last
month, 97 per cent believed
the restrictions would
impact enrolment numbers.
Visa restrictions had already
hit revenues, with one
institution estimating that

- theloss of revenue in the last

twelve months totalled
680,000 pounds, accordmg

' tothe study.

“The ri sk of dwindling
numbers will have a

- devastating impacton UK.

universities and the -

industries they support,”
warned the associationina -

recentreport.
The organisations say

' they recognise the

Government’s concerns
about preventing abuse

within the system, but argue -

that little of the abuse comes
from the business school
sector. “Most of the _
problems are lpwer down
the education chain,” says .
Slack. “We may not be the

target but we are fearful that'

it will creation the
perception that the UK isn’t
opentointernational
students.”
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CIC orders police
protection for
whistleblower

: ADm TanoowTNS

New Derw, FEBRUARY 8
The - Central Information
- Commission (CIC) has
directed the West Bengal
police to provide security
to the 1IT Kharagpur pro-
fessor who exposed grave
-drregularities in selection
of JEE candidates and sub-
sequently feared a threat to
his life from the institute
‘authorities.
Professor Rajeev Kumar
.of 1IT Kharagpur, whose
exposes on manipulations
in the cot-off calculation
formula to benefif certain
_students in JEE 2006 led to
the recent momentum of
reform in the IIT system,
‘had complained to the CIC
-of victimisation, harass-
ment and a threat from the
HIT Kharagpur authorities,
cross with him for filing
RTI applications 10 gather
sensitive - exam-related
information.
. The  Commission also
issued a show-cause notice
to IIT Kharagpur’s public
information officer as to
why penalty should not be
levied on him for supply-
ing false information to the
whistleblower, The officer
is accused of tendering
“false  information™ " to
"Kumar, who had sought all
official and personal com-
munications of IIT Kharag-
pur  administration .-
including file notings --
‘regarding JEE 2006 where-
in the most admission
irregularities are said to
have occurred.
“The . appellant. ., has .
informed the Commission
that he has been threat-

ened, harassed and vice.,

timised ‘by the director,
deans and the registrar of -

nr professor

IT Kharagpur since he is
filing RT1 applications and

‘exposing certain wrong
doings. We direct the

Kharagpur ASP to ensure
that proper security is pro-
vided to Professor Rajeev
Kumar after’ making
assessment of the threats
he has been receiving. If
any physical harm comes
to him, the police will be
held responsible for not
having performed its duty,”
Information Commissioner
Shailesh Gandhi said in his

- order.

- Gandhi, meanwhile,
agreed prima facie that the
institute seemed to be mis-
leading the Commission
considering Kumar placed
on record critical letters
and information on JEE
2006 shared between the
institute and the Ministry
of HRD.

" The Tribune had in Feb-

ruary 2010 used documents
accessed by Kumar to
report how 994 top scorers
in JEE 2006 had failed to
make it to the IITs and low-
scoring candidates had
clinched the admissions

- due to faulty calculation of
-cut-off marks as per a for-

mula crafted by the HT
Joint Admission Board that
year.

The institutes were also
found to have shredded the
optical response sheets
pertaining to the admis-
sions, inviting suspicion.

.Purther, instances had

come to light of wards of
IIT faculty making it to the
institutes .on * suspect
grounds. Follawing .The
Tribune reports, the Delhi

“ High Court had issued a
, notice to.the institutes and
HRD Ministry. The case is”

underway.
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Inspector Sibal

ROHIT BANSAL

One more reason for India
Inc to despair. In coming
months, the production line
for talent will get choked by a
fierce regulatory struggle. 380
private B-Schools have blown
the conch against HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal's regulator
arm, AICTE, for trying to teﬁ
them what to teach and how
much to charge. A high-pro-
file legal battFe is imminent,
The clock is ticking towards
February 28, All India Council
for Technical Education’s D-
Date for the country’s 380 Post
Graduate Diploma in
Management (PGDM) B-
Schools.

Despite government’s tall
claims, eddeation remains a
dark hole in the reform
process. Oblivious to ground
reality, the PM and Sibal fos-
ter an amusing mutual admi-
ration society. Sibal never
tires of repeating that he will
do for education what Singh
has done for the economy; the
PM has stated that Sibal is the
best teacher in India and work
being done by the HRD min-
istry is the most important
one in the Union govern-
ment.

Ironically, on Monday,
Sharad Jaipuria, the emissary
of PGDM schools, started
the anti-AICTE-inspector-
raj-tirade at the door of the
PM’s principal secretary, TKA
Nair.

Neormally a sedate lot,
several B-School directors
have said that Sibal’s AICTE,
which grants them . affilia-
tion, is prone to corruption.
It’s new notification, they say,
will unleash a new wave of
inspector raj. This includes
new inspectors from host
states. For example, if imple-
mented, admission tests to
380 PGDM B-Schools (except
minority institutions) would
se conducted by the host
states and fee would be decid-
xd by their fee-fixation com-
mittees. On its part, AICTE
will control the model cur-
ricula, the conduct of exam-
inations, and arbitration on
matters of examination.
PGDM B-Schools have advise
from Senior Counsel KK
Venugogal that they must
:ake Sibal and AICTE to

exercise after a protest march
before the Supreme Court.
AICTE acting chairman
$$ Mantha isn’t impressed. He
argues AICTE doesn’t just
have the legal mandate to
regulate PGDM B-Schools,
it has a moral and fiduciary
duty towards parents and stu-
dents. For example, unlike the
university system, a PGDM
complainant today has few
options between the devil
and a hard place. That said, in
the absence of grading with-
in these 380 PGDM schools;
Mantha is left to paint #
school like XLRI or MD}
with the same broad brush ag
a shady land grab in Noida,
Also, if he lets go the By
Schools, AICTE won't have a
case to regulate other branch-
es of technical education:
engineering and technology,
architecture, town planning,
pharmacy, applied arts and

“crafts, hotel management and

catering technology. It is a fact
that many unscrupulous B-
Schools seek (and then flaunt)
AICTE affiliation, but once
affiliation has been ‘man-
aged, they break into their
opaque groups, each oné
evolves its own, often, dubi-
ous curricula, examination
standards, faculty and redres-
sal are uneven, and fee is fixed
whimsically, often in violation
of Supreme Court orders. , '

The ensuing confusion
would expose the underbelly
of India’s mﬂthical manager:
ial base. The world would
wonder if our managers are
all that well trained, That’s
good in the long term. We
deserve these questions, for
we've been sweeping the
muck under the carpet %or far
too long.

Of course, schools are a
divided lot and their nascent
group associations can only

thank the AICTE notifica- '

tion. That said the drastic
changes on offer have come
without discussion and
debate. Key key stakeholders
were never asked,

Will the face-off damage
careers of young students

even before they've started?

Yes. Will India Inc insist that
business leaders maust sit oni
the boards of some of these
PGDM shops? No, but it
should. Is the AICTE movd
Erejudicial to the interests of

ome-grown institutions even
as foreign management insti-
tutions don't face such curbs;
or will Inspector Sibal regulate
Stanford too? The jury is out
on that!

(Email:

rohithansal@post harvard.edu.

The writer is CEQ and co-Founder
Ingia Strategy Group, Hamurabbi &

zourt, an option they plan to 8biomon Consulting).
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Team of U.S. nuclear scientists on 10-day visit

Sujay Mehdudia

NEW DELHI: A high-level dele-
gation of U.S. officials and nu-
clear scientists, including
representatives from the De-
partment of Energy's Idaho
National Laboratory (INL),
the government’s lead nucle-
ar engineering and. science
laboratory, are on a 10-day
visit to India to explore ways
of cooperation in the nuclear

.derstanding
- nuclear enterprises and col-

energy sector.

According to an official re-
lease, the aim of the visit is to
learn more about the coun-
try’s nuclear energy commu-
nity and to
development opportunities
and partnerships that will
benefit both countries.

“All advanced nuclear en-
ergy nations benefit by un-
each other’s

identify

laborating where appropri-
ate,” said John

" Grossenbacher, INL Director

and head of the delegation.
Representatives from INL
will interact with leaders and
researchers in the govern-
ment, industry and academia.
The delegation will meet rep-
resentatives of higher educa-
tion at the Indian Institute of
Technology (1IT),” Mumbai,
Department of Atomic Ener-

gy, the Nuclear Power Corpo-
ration of India anted and
NTPC Limited.

INL represented the De-
partment of Energy during
negotiations on the 123

-Agreement on civil nuclear

energy cooperation. -
While in Mumbai, INL will
also present a charter to the
newly established India Sec-
tion of the American Nuclear
Society. :
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